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(54) METHOD AND DEVICE FOR DEFECT INSPECTION OF PHOTOMASK AND RECORDING 
MEDIUM 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a defect 
inspecting method by which necessary and sufficient 
defect inspection advantageous in time and cost is 
performed by performing the inspection while dividing a 
mask defect into an area where the influence of a mask 
defect on the operation is large and an area where the 
influence is small when inspection sensitivity is adjusted. 
SOLUTION: According to the influence of the defect on 
a photomask 10 on the operation of the device, 
inspection areas (e.g. areas A and B) on the photomask 
are divided into two or more areas and inspection 
sensitivity is set for each divided inspection area. 
According to the patterns A and B of the photomask 10, 
defect inspection is performed with desired inspection 
sensitivity to enable necessary and sufficient defect 
inspection. Further, defect inspection data wherein the 
defect inspections ensitivity and defect inspection 
positions are defined for the specific pattern of the mask 
having a plurality of inspection areas are prepared and 
photomask inspection is performed according to the data, 
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